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great intellectual power. Allama seems to have im-
pressed Basavanna and his other contemporaries with
the loftiness of his conceptions and nobility of char-
acter. He was undoubtedly a man of realisation. In
hill, valley and cave, he said, and in flood and field,
everywhere he saw God. Wherever he cast his eyes,
there was God. Unseen of eye, invisible to mind,
here, there and everywhere was Guheswara overflood-
ing space. Guheswara was the name by which Allama
referred to God. It means God of the Cave or, as a
modern has put it, King of the Dark Chamber. Here are
two other sayings of Allama regarding the nature of
the godhead:

"He knows nor diminution, nor growth. He does not move.
He Is the endless victory- Our Guheswara is the light
within the light.

"Like the treasure hidden underground, like the lightning
hidden within the cloud, like the light hidden behind the
eye, Oh Guheswara, Is your being."

Much of the same thought is expressed by Sister
Mahadevi, a woman of remarkable power and per-
ception and one of the finest products of the Virasaiva
movement. Mahadevi addresses God as Chennamalli-
karjuna, the beautiful jasmine white one. Chenna-
mallikarjuna, she said, was the whole of the wood and
all the divine growth in the wood. He was the animal
creation gambolling amidst the trees. And she begged
him to fill all space and show his face to her every-
where. Another saint Ramanatha used the simile of
the string and beads made familiar by the Bhagceuad-
gifa to describe the nature of God. If we only think
we see that the bodies are different but the soul is